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her battle for freedom. Had I been the non-violent rebel
that I am today, I should certainly not have helped, but
through every effort open to non-violence I should have
attempted to defeat its purpose.
Young India, 15-3-28

Being a confirmed war-resister I have never given
myself training in the use of destructive weapons in spite
of opportunities to take such training. It was perhaps
thus that I escaped direct destruction of human life. But
so long as I lived under a system of government based on
force and voluntarily partook of the many facilities and
privileges it created .for me, I was bound to help that Gov-
ernment to the extent of my ability when it was engaged
in a war, unless I non-co-operated with that Government
and renounced to the utmost of my capacity the privileges
it offered me.
Let me take an illustration. I am a member of an
institution which holds a few acres of land whose crops
are in imminent peril from monkeys. I believe in > the
sacredness of all life, and hence I regard it as breach of
ahimsa to inflict any injury on the monkeys. But I do
not hesitate to instigate and direct an attack on the mon-
keys in order to save the crops. I would like to avoid this
evil. I can avoid it by leaving or breaking up the insti-
tution. I do not do so because I do not expect to be able
to find a society where there will be no agriculture and
therefore no destruction of some life. In fear and trem-
bling, in humility and penance, I therefore participate in
the injury inflicted on the monkeys, hoping some day to
find a way out.
Even so did I participate in the three acts of war. I
could not, it would be madness for me to, sever my con-
nection with the society to which I belong. And on those
three occasions I had no thought of non-co-operating with